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As the first born son of Robert and Patty 
Porter, I have been given the privilege 
of the having a great spiritual legacy 
passed down from my grandfather Ford 
Porter and my father Robert Porter.

It is impossible to describe the life of 
a man who lived 96 years in a few 
paragraphs. I have included the eulogy 
I wrote for his funeral as the inside 
spread of this newsletter. I have only 
touched on the highlights of his long life 
of knowing and serving God.

Many of Lifegate’s friends knew Robert 
as the one who corresponded with them 
and signed his letters with a green felt-
tip pen. He was a people person who 
wanted to know your name and he 
remembered it. He tried to personally 
witness to everyone he met. He would 
say and sing, “Never let a chance go by.”

Later in life as he retired after 60 years 
of service to God in churches and the 
tract ministry, he still continued his 
devotional life and evangelism. During 
the weeks of his health decline many of 
the nurses and aids that had cared for 
him came by to express their love for 
him. He had led one young aid to Christ 
during his stay in long term care.

Robert was surrounded by his family 
the weeks leading up to his death. The 
last week at least one family member 
spent the night to care for and comfort 
him. Robert went home to Heaven 
September 15th at 9:01am. His funeral 
service can be found on our website 
godssimpleplan.org.

New Large Print 
Trifold GSPS with

a Color Cover

Carol Porter has spent countless 
hours and previewed thousands 
of photos and artwork renderings 
looking for the perfect peaceful 
mountain scene photo. I believe this 
new cover design is a winner!

We have found that many of our 
evangelistic friends prefer a large 
print tract. The older I get the more I 
appreciate large clear type, too.

The type is 12 point and fits on a 6 
page tract. One objection to an 8 
page version of Large Print is that 
some readers may find that the tract 
seems too long in that format. This 
trifold version answers that objection. 

The new Large Print trifold is 
available now from Lifegate. Pricing 
is the same as our 8 page Large Print 
and we offer imprinting services.

October 
Missionary Tract 

Production
Because of the generous donations 
designated for missionary tract 
projects in October, we have been 
able to print 660,000 tracts.

Spanish is our number one 
requested foreign language tract 
with destinations throughout North 
and South America. This printing has 
420,000 GSPS Spanish tracts.
 
We also have donors who are 
interested in funding Portuguese 
tracts for Brazil. Seedine International 
ships Portuguese tracts to 
destinations on the Amazon River 
where missionaries then transport the 
tracts up river into very remote areas. 
We have printed 120,000 Portuguese 
GSPS.

Every year we print French Creole 
tracts for shipment into Haiti with 
Stan Curtis. This year Stan has 
already shipped tens of thousands of 
our tracts with Bibles and scripture 
portions. These 120,000 GSPS tracts 
will be placed on a container early in 
the new year.

Praise the Lord with us!

Peace Tract 
Available in Spanish
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Needed: Ricoh C7500 Production Printer
Purchase Price $65,000

Especially difficult is two-sided printing 
on card stock. It sounds easy to print 
one side and just flip it over to print 
the other side but paper feed issues 
make it impossible to complete our 
advertising and Bible covers.

The Ricoh C7500 skips over two 
generations of technology and is a 
move up from an office printer to a 
production printer. The C7500 prints 
twice as fast, and prints two-sided card 
stock in one pass. It will also print card 
stock that is nearly twice as heavy.

This printer will provide us with many 
years of compatibility with the newest
Mac operating systems. Ricoh 
technology is normally supported 
for 10 years or more. The price of 
the printer installed with training is 
$65,000. 

Will you pray and give as God leads?

Just a few years ago we entered the 
world of short run color printing with a 
generous donation of our current color 
office printer the Ricoh C5100s. At the 
time I had determined that if we could 
raise the money to buy the machine 
that the paper cost and clicks (per 
piece cost of printing) would make the 
machine very attractive for keeping our 
many languages available even if they 
are not stocked on the shelf. 
 
Having a color print means we are 
never really out of anything. Just-in-
time printing means we can print and 
ship in just a few days.

We now have a greater demand for 
printing on 13”x18” paper and 10 point 
card stock. Our color C5100s office 
printer has been overwhelmed. 

We purchased a used C5100s with 
a generous gift provided by a couple 
who had decided to donate the funds 
as a year-end gift. This printer still 
provides short-run color printing for 
our tracts but it has become difficult 
to print other jobs. We print many 
card stock jobs like Bible and John 
& Romans covers–something we 
do in our partnership with Seedline 
International.

The C5100s is now over 11 years old. 
That means support for print drivers 
that work with the new software we 
use on our Apple Mac computers is 
not available.

GSPS LP Trifold

We have published a new translation 
of the Peace tract in Spanish. Peace is 
now available in English, Portuguese, 
and Spanish.

Peace was written to clearly explain the 
gospel to people with little or no prior 
knowledge of God or the Bible. We 
have tract evangelists tell us that the 
tract is very well received and often the 
comment to them is, “This is just what 
I need.”

Spanish Peace may be imprinted with 
your church’s information. 

Salvation Testimony
This email came to us:

“My dad was given one of your tracts 
back in 1973 and got saved as a 
result of the tract. Two weeks later, the 
Lord called him to be a missionary to 
the Indians and Eskimos of Northern 
Canada. He was there almost 40 years. 
As a result of my dad getting saved and 
living a godly life before me, I got saved 
in 1985. As a result of that, God called 
me to be a missionary to the Czechs in 
1998. We have been missionaries now 
for over 22 years. It is amazing what 
one little tract can do...”

Please rejoice with us for these two 
men who gave their lives to God in 
service to Him!



Early Life: Robert Ford Porter was the 
only son and second born of Gaylord 
Ford Porter and Ida Louise (Hunton) 
Porter. He was born in Princeton, IN on 
January 2nd, 1927. Ford and Louise 
had a daughter, Mary Louise. As Robert 
grew up Mary Louise would teach him 
what she learned that day in school. 
So Robert learned to read early. His 
father Ford had daily devotions with the 
family. This spiritual training led Robert 
to accept Christ as his Savior at an early 
age. 

Robert was 6 years old when Ford Porter 
wrote God’s Simple Plan of Salvation 
in 1933. He stood at the shoulder of Dale 
Skelton, a newspaper typesetter, as he 
set the type on a Linotype machine at the 
Standard Printing Company of Princeton 
for the first edition of the gospel tract. 
Ford wanted to reach each home in 
Princeton and had 2,000 tracts printed. 
When asked Ford said, “There are 1800 
homes in Princeton, and I think I can 
get rid of the other 200, and that’s all I 
will ever need.”  He sent out some in his 
correspondence and began to receive 
requests for quantities of the tract. The 
tract ministry began.

Music: Robert had musical talent and 
sang and played the accordion while 
Mary Louise played the marimba. His 
musical talent grew. Ford had a radio 
program in Princeton, IN and their music 
was used in church and on the radio.

Ford took a church in Indianapolis in 

1940, so the family moved in with the 
B.M. Page family until they could find a 
house. Robert was 13. Robert became 
close friends with the Page boys: 
Marshall, Robert, and David. These 
lifelong friendships have been cherished 
by the Porter family. 

Robert attended Arsenal Technical High 
School and sang in the Madrigal Singers. 
He did well academically and musically.

Army: After graduation Robert entered 
the US Army where he served in the 
Army of Occupation in Germany as a 
chaplain’s assistant with the rank of 
corporal in WWII. He developed a daily 
devotional reading schedule that service 
men shared with their family at home. 
Their families read the Bible on the same 
schedule back home and in Germany. 
Robert also spent time memorizing 
God’s Word. Later that would become 
an influence in his family life.

Robert had plans to attend college but 
he had some time to fill before he was to 
leave. He asked his father Ford if there 
was anything he could do to help. Of 
course the tract ministry needed help, so 
he pitched right in. Robert never went to 
college but became his father’s right-hand 
man producing the gospel tract God’s 
Simple Plan of Salvation at Berean 
Gospel Distributors of Indianapolis. 
Robert also was the musician who led 
the singing and directed the choir at the 
Berean Gospel Temple, founded by Ford 
in 1947.

Upon his return from the Army Robert 
said he would like to kick the first officer 
he met in the seat of the pants. His 
church held activities for the young 
people and low and behold Walter E. 
Best was present at one of the events. 
Someone introduced Robert to Walt 
and said, “Remember what you said? 
You wanted to kick the first officer you 
met in the seat of the pants. Well, meet 
Lt. Walter Best.” Walt bent over, and 
Dad kicked him.

Flying: Robert became lifelong friends 
with Walt Best, of the Best Lock 
Corporation. Walt was an instructor in 
the Army Air Corp during his enlistment 
in the Army. Robert used the GI Bill to 
learn to fly. Ford was also a pilot, so 
the flying bug was in the air. Robert 
earned a commercial rating and owned 

a Taylorcraft airplane. Walt and Robert 
enjoyed flying in formation.

Robert and Walt were single and went 
on a great adventure, driving out west 
to the Bamff National Park in Canada 
with a fold-able canoe on top of the 
car. Their plan was to shoot the rapids 
on the Bow River. Although it was a 
great adventure and they took great 3D 
photos and 16mm film, it turned out that 
because of the heavy rainfall they were 
one of the few teams to make it down the 
Bow River alive that year. Robert would 
say, “Bolder on the left!” and Walt would 
reply, “Take it on the right!” That became 
a greeting between Robert and Walt that 
was repeated down through the years.

Marriage: Robert married his sweetheart 
Opal Patricia Boring on June 14th, 1953. 
Robert was 21 and Patty was 13 when 
someone pointed her out to Robert. 
She was playing the piano in a revival 
service. Patty was also babysitting 
4 young boys and had them under 
control. Robert said to his friend, “I want 
to marry her or someone just like her.” 
Because of their 8 year age difference 
they couldn’t date but Patty’s senior year 
they were engaged and married after her 
graduation. 

1953 was the first year of Camp Berean, 
another ministry of Ford Porter. Even 
though just newly married, Robert and 
Patty were camp counselors, Robert for 
the boys and Patty for the girls.

Family: Robert and Patty were blessed 
with 4 children: Mark, Mary Esther 
(Deitrick), Beth, and Barth. When Robert 
was asked how many children do you 
have he would say, “I have two of each 
of all the kinds there are to have.” 

Mark & Carol have three children: 
Jessica, Jared, and Johanna. 

Mary Esther and Jack’s two daughters 
are Abby and Elizabeth. 

Beth has a son, Ryan. 

Barth and Brenda have two children, 
Doug, and Megan. Robert has 8 
grandchildren. 

There are 12 great-grandchildren. 
Johanna and Aaron Brewster have 
Micah and Ivy. Abby and Bobby Gonser 

have Noah, Liam, and Emma. Elizabeth 
and Jonathan Wagner have Amelia 
and Theodore. Doug and Brittany have 
Madison, Collin, Evelyn, Gracelyn, and 
Kamden.

Church Ministry: Robert and Patty 
served as church musicians, Patty 
playing the piano or organ, and Robert 
leading the singing. Robert had learned 
how to lead music using a trombone to 
conduct while playing congregational 
music. He had taken song-leading 
classes at Winona Lake. Since his 
father Ford Porter had a radio program 
at 8am on WIBC, Robert would arrange 
music for a trio. Through the years there 
were different women who would sing 
soprano and alto, but Robert was always 
the tenor. His three part close harmony 
would become a distinguishing sound. 
The trio would sing two verses and two 
choruses to keep the tight time schedule 
of the radio script. Each week they 
would sing 3 songs on the radio in a 30 
minute program and then use that music 
in the church services later that day. 
I remember going to the radio station 
each week as a child. The trio would 
then come to our house to rehearse in 
our living room for that Sunday’s service 
and then next week’s radio program.

Robert was a devout man. He had daily 
devotions including Bible reading and 
prayer. One of my earliest memories was 
watching Dad walk in circles in the living 
room while praying. I was too young to 
remember this but Dad told me that I had 
begun following him as he walked. Dad 
would pray with his eyes closed, knowing 
where he was in the room but when I 
tried to close my eyes to follow him I ran 
into the furniture. He would often remind 
me of this in later days.

Robert learned scripture using 
Navigator’s Bible Memory verses. In 
1957 he recorded a passage for each 
book of the Bible for me on vinyl records 
at WIBC. Every night when he put me 
to bed he would recite and review these 
verses until at the age of 4 I had learned 
all 66 passages. At age 4 I quoted all 66 
for the family and received a nickel for 
each one I recited word perfectly. I bought 
Matchbox cars at the downtown Sears 
store for having learned these scriptures. 
The key lesson was that learning 
scripture was the best gift a father could 
give his son. No one can take that away 

from him down through the years. Often 
when hearing a passage in a sermon I 
say, “That’s one of my verses!”

Lifegate: Robert’s life ministry was 
managing the 7 ministries his father 
Ford operated: Lifegate Baptist Church, 
Indiana Baptist College, Camp Berean, 
Lifegate, Inc., Berean Gospel Bookstore, 
radio ministry, and Children’s Bible 
Clubs. After his father Ford’s death, 
Robert oversaw the re-establishment 
of these ministries as stand-alone 
ministries except for the radio ministry 
which ended with his father’s death.

During those days of his service the 
ministry had to move from 13th and 
Carrolton because the State Highway 
brought the north split of I-65 and I-79 
right over the old church’s location. 
This brought two years of negotiations. 
The plan was to buy 110 acres at Mann 
Road and I-465 and relocate. But during 
those days Lifegate received only half of 
the appraised value of the properties on 
three corners so it was decided to buy 
the building at 12th and Delaware Street. 
That relocation was just one of the many 
difficult situations that Robert negotiated 
with the board of directors.

There were pastors called to the church 
after Ford’s retirement and death, each 
having different difficult situations arise, 
but Robert was the key to negotiating 
with the board of directors and the board 
of deacons to bring a resolution. Finally it 
was decided that each of the 7 ministries 
would move in their own direction. The 
tract ministry then became Robert’s 
main focus and Lifegate, Inc. moved to 
the Camp Berean facility that was the 
Camp Berean Chapel.

Author: Robert wrote a series of essays 
called the 7 Sevens of Harmonious 
Relationships. These essays were 
based on principals that he learned 
while trying to manage what seemed to 
be impossible negotiations both inside 
the church and outside. Heritage Baptist 
College, Dr. Russell Dennis, chairman, 
bestowed a Doctor of Letters honorary 
degree to Robert.

Later Life: Robert and Patty were 
married 55 years. Much of that time was 
serving in the church with his father Ford. 
Robert played the trombone, double bell 
euphonium, the marimba, glockenspiel, 

and Kentucky Rocks (tuned percussion) 
while Patty played the piano, Hammond 
organ, and the pipe organ at the church on 
12th and Delaware Street, Indianapolis. 
Robert directed the choir, trios for radio, 
and performed as a soloist.

Robert served on the board of directors 
of Berean Gospel Distributors (which 
later became Lifegate, Inc), Heritage 
Christian School, and Heritage Baptist 
University. Robert’s interests were 
photography, tennis, table tennis, flying, 
wood working, and stamp collecting. 

Personal Story: Robert loved to fly. I 
remember going up in the Taylorcraft, 
a high-wing tail-dragger. We would fly 
from Indianapolis to Camp Berean and 
drop tracts with notes on them on the 
athletic field. If campers found a tract 
with a note they would receive a Bible or 
snacks from the Snack Shop. One flight 
I especially remember was on the Indy 
500 race day. Dad said that we could 
go take pictures of the race so I was 
the camera man as a teenager. As we 
were flying a pattern over the racetrack 
Dad said, “This is the pattern we used 
to use. I wonder why there is only one 
other plane flying.” It turned out that was 
restricted airspace and the other plane 
was the FAA inspector. He received a 
visit from him later. I don’t think anything 
came of it.

Robert became the chairman of Lifegate 
in the ’70’s. In 1979 his ministry was 
curtailed by a spinal epidural abscess 
located in his mid-back. He suffered 
many surgeries and chronic pain in his 
back, feet, and legs. He had an implanted 
neuro-stimulator to ease the pain. He 
was constantly on strong pain medicine. 
This led to his need to work from home 
where he handled translation and 
donation correspondence for Lifegate 
until his retirement in 2007 at age 80.

Robert and Patty moved to Westside 
Garden Plaza in 2006. Patty died in 
May, 2009. Robert spent his remaining 
years at the Westside Garden Plaza 
where he was active in vespers leading 
music. Later Robert entered long-term 
nursing care at Westside Village where 
he remained until his death.

Memorial giving for the Ricoh C7500 
printer may be addressed to Lifegate, 
Inc., PO Box 5, Monrovia, IN 46157.
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